Clinical and pathological factors in spontaneous abortion following chorionic villus sampling.
Twenty-nine cases of spontaneous abortion following first-trimester chorionic villus sampling (CVS) were reviewed out of a series of 722 patients. Of the 29 cases, there were only four abnormal CVS results. Pathological examination was performed in 79 per cent of cases, and this did not identify any characteristic pathological feature associated with spontaneous abortion after CVS. There was no obvious difference in the pathological features following the transabdominal (TA) or the transcervical (TC) methods. The majority of miscarriages occurred within 4 weeks of the procedure, but 38 per cent of cases aborted between 7 and 14 weeks after CVS. The TC method was used in 22 patients; the TA in 6; and both methods in 1 patient. The TA method was associated with a significantly lower fetal loss rate than the TC method (TA 2 per cent, TC 9 per cent, p less than 0.001).